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THE PAST, THE PRESENT, AND THE FUTURE

TheClassics.us. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 156 pages.
Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.3in.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can
usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1869 edition. Excerpt: . . . THE LESSON OF THE PAST TO THE PRESENT. ; CHAPTER I. MAN AND LAND.
The first cultivator, the Robinson Crusoe of his day, provided however with a wife, has neither axe nor spade. He
works alone. Population being small, land is, of course, abundant. He may select for himself, without fear of his
title being disputed. He is surrounded by soils possessed, in the highest possible degree, of the qualities that fit
them for yielding large returns to labour. They are, however, covered with immense trees that he cannot fell, or
they are swamps that he cannot drain. To pass through them even is attended with no small diFiculty. The first
is a mass of roots, stumps, decaying logs, and shrubs, while into the other he sinks half leg deep at every step.
The atmosphere, too, is impure. Fogs settle upon the low lands, and the dense foliage of the wood prevents the
circulation of the air. He has no axe, but if he had, he would not venture there, for to do so, would be attended
with certain loss of health and great risk of life. Vegetation, too, is so luxuriant, that before he could, with the
imperfect machinery at his command, clear a single acre, a portion of it would be again so overgrown that he
would have to recommence his labour, which would be almost, if not quite, that of Sisyphus. The higher lands,
comparatively bare of timber, are ill calculate!...
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